






Citizenship Clinic Plans

Dec. 6, 2024

LING 677

Contributors:
Dr. Norman Evans
Merrie Kay Ames
Aimee Clayton
Sarah Freeman
Jenna Smith
Lidija Vasica

2
     


2

2




Table of Contents
Prototype	1
Mission Statement	2
Program Outcomes	3
Goal Statements	4
Citizenship-eligible Immigrants (CEIs)	4
BYU Student Instructors	5
BYU Student Instructor Training	6
Course Outline: Instructor Pre-course Training	7
Sample Lesson: Student Instructor Training – Week 1	12
Annotation:	17
Course Outline: Instructor During-course Training	21
Citizenship Clinic Course Overview	22
Course Outline: Class Content – Citizenship-eligible Immigrants (CEIs)	23
Sample Lesson: Citizenship-eligible Immigrants – Week 2	27
Materials: Sample Assessment	33
Annotation:	37
What More Needs to Be Developed	40

	



2


[bookmark: _Toc184301431]Prototype
	 WHO
	WHAT
	WHEN
	WHERE
	WHY

	Permanent residents legally ready to become naturalized to the U.S.
	Content-based course curriculum
	Evenings –
after 7:00 p.m.
	ELC – 
in-person
	Preparation for the Naturalization Process

	Instructors: any BYU student (internship)
	English language & civics components
	2 hours
	(Online – future)
	High need for help (46,000–60,000 eligible in UT)

	Overseeing instructor: MA TESOL graduate
	BYU student training
	1 time/week
	Use BYU campus for “field trips”
	BYU student service-learning experience

	ELC staff to be present in the building
	Beginning proficiency level: Intermediate Low Level
	4 weeks - Training
10 weeks - Course
(one semester)
	 
	

	 
	Principles of gospel learning (creatively)
	 
	 
	 





[bookmark: _Toc184301432]Mission Statement
In partnership with Brigham Young University’s Office of Belonging and English Language Center, the Citizenship Clinic empowers citizenship-eligible immigrants in Utah to become engaged and contributing U.S. citizens through enriching civics training and targeted English language support. The Clinic also provides BYU student instructors with high-quality pedagogical training and meaningful service-learning opportunities. We are committed to fostering a deep sense of belonging for all of God’s children—embracing those from diverse nationalities, cultures, religions, socio-economic backgrounds, and beliefs.

In alignment with the BYU Mission Statement, we uphold the following principles in our clinic:
1. All relationships reflect a devout love of God and a sincere concern for the welfare of our neighbor.
2. We embrace the unique characteristics, experiences, perspectives, talents, and gifts each member brings, strengthening our unity and collective growth.
3. Our interactions cultivate a climate of respect, belonging, and collaboration.
4. We are dedicated to supporting the realization of each person’s divine potential.
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Citizenship-eligible Immigrants (CEIs)
Enhanced Civic Understanding
Participants will deepen their understanding of U.S. civics, history, and government through personalized, engaging content that prepares them for the U.S. naturalization test and interview.

Strengthened English Proficiency
Program participants will improve their English language skills relevant to the naturalization process.

BYU Student Instructors
Effective Teaching Skills
BYU student instructors will develop effective teaching skills, especially in ESL and civics education, through hands-on training and application in real-world teaching environments.

Immigrants & Instructors
Mutual Cultural Appreciation
BYU student instructors and participants will foster mutual cultural appreciation and a sense of belonging, contributing to a supportive community for students and immigrants.
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[bookmark: _Toc184301435]Citizenship-eligible Immigrants (CEIs)
Knowledge
· Identify and summarize the key principles, purpose, and structure of the U.S. Constitution
· Describe the roles and functions of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches and how they interact
· Explain the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens, and discuss their significance in civic life
· Locate and name key geographical features of the United States, including states, capitals, and major landmarks
· Recount significant events and figures that shaped early American history, especially foundational elements
· Summarize the importance of the Declaration of Independence
· Recognize and explain the significance of key American symbols, holidays, and patriotic customs, such as the Pledge of Allegiance and the national anthem
Skills
· Complete and orally explain answers on the N-400 application
· Explain relevant vocabulary words used in the N-400 application and the citizenship process
· Practice answering typical interview questions accurately and politely
· Understand the pragmatics of the interview process, including appropriate interactions with the interviewer
· Practice dictation, pronunciation, and comprehension by reading sentences aloud and dictating
· Write sentences using vocabulary words from the Naturalization Test Content context
· Read aloud sentences that include key vocabulary
· Dictate test-related sentences accurately
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[bookmark: _Toc184301436]BYU Student Instructors
Knowledge
· Clearly describe each step in the U.S. naturalization process—from application through interview
· Convey key civics concepts from the naturalization test in an accessible, engaging, and culturally relevant way
Skills
· Utilize techniques for supporting language learners
· Foster belonging and respect in a multicultural setting—naturing a supportive environment
· Assess students’ prior knowledge, learning goals, and challenges—using these insights to tailor lesson plans
· Facilitate realistic practice interviews
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Stage 1: 4-week Training Pre-course Training
i. Once a week for two hours. 
ii. Thursdays after 7 p.m.
iii. Provided with teaching materials. 
Stage 2: 10-week Teaching and During-course Training 
i. Mentored by TESOL MA
ii. Ten-minute group reflections after the clinic.
iii. Bi-weekly belonging reflections
iv. Bi-weekly teaching reflections 
v. Three lesson plan submissions 
a. 

[bookmark: _Toc184301438]Course Outline: Instructor Pre-course Training
Units (one/week) are designed such that they intertwine Naturalization Test content, citizenship content, teaching training, spiritual content, practical application, and homework throughout the four weeks of training.

	PRIOR to the COURSE



	BEFORE THE NEXT CLASS

	Homework
	Read and ponder: The Office of Belonging’s Statement on Belonging 

	
	Read and ponder: BYU Experiential Learning Framework

	
	Read and ponder: Citizenship Clinic’s Mission Statement, Goal Statements, and Program Outcomes

	
	Teaching in the Savior’s Way

	
	Principles of belonging and the gospel

	
	Respect and embracing diversity

	
	The impact of becoming a citizen





	WEEK 1: Understanding Citizenship and Belonging



	DURING CLASS

	Naturalization Test Content
	Overview of the naturalization test

	Citizenship Content
	Citizenship game and overview of the process

	Teacher Training
	Respect and embracing diversity

	
	The Office of Belonging’s Statement on Belonging 

	
	Understanding the Citizenship Clinic’s Mission Statement, Goal Statements, and Program Outcomes

	
	Modeling good teaching (the majority of our class period as an example)

	
	Legal issues

	
	Principles of belonging and the gospel

	Spiritual Content
	Teaching in the Savior’s Way

	Practical Application
	Character Activity: Practice scenarios of how to handle different noncitizen situations, including legal, social, financial, family related, and work related factors

	AFTER CLASS – DISCUSSION

	15 min.
	Teaching in the Savior’s Way

	BEFORE THE NEXT CLASS

	Homework
	Read: The N-400 Application

	
	Read: The 100 Questions

	
	Become familiar with support materials/resources

	
	Read: How to Use Materials

	
	Read: Principles of Lesson Planning

	
	Read: Working with Nonnative Speakers




	WEEK 2: Embracing Diversity



	DURING CLASS

	Naturalization Test Content
	Overview of 100 questions on the test

	
	Overview of the N-400

	
	Overview of the naturalization interview

	Citizenship Content
	The impact of becoming a citizen

	Teacher Training
	Respect and embracing diversity

	
	Working with nonnative speakers

	
	Simplifying speech

	
	Mock teaching of a concept: simplifying speech

	Spiritual Content
	Focus on the One by Jean Bingham (video) and John 13:34–35

	Practical Application
	Practice simplifying speech in a particular context

	
	Workshop: Design a lesson plan utilizing materials available

	BEFORE THE NEXT CLASS

	Homework
	Read and ponder: The U.S. Constitution

	
	Read and ponder: The Bill of Rights

	
	Read: Assessment and Feedback

	
	Read: Responding to Student Needs

	
	Read: Pacing Units & Lessons




	WEEK 3: A Welcome Community



	DURING CLASS

	Naturalization Test Content
	Possible interview demonstration by USCIS

	Citizenship Content
	Creating a welcome community

	
	How new citizens can integrate into a community

	Teacher Training
	Responding to Student Needs

	
	Navigating a multicultural classroom

	
	Classroom management

	
	Pros and cons of using the L1 (using a student’s native language)

	
	Mock teaching of a concept: the interview

	
	Case studies: Pacing units & lessons according to student needs

	Spiritual Content
	A Friend to All by Elder Soares (video) and Jacob 2:17

	Practical Application
	Practice interviews

	BEFORE THE NEXT CLASS

	Homework
	Read: Navigating a Multicultural Classroom

	
	Read: Simplifying Speech

	
	Read: The Pros and Cons of Using the L1

	
	Read: Building Interaction into the Classroom

	
	Read: Classroom Management

	
	Read: Building Student Motivation





	WEEK 4: Lesson Planning and Support



	DURING CLASS

	Naturalization Test Content
	N-400 Application – Legal instructions and restrictions

	Citizenship Content
	How to be an informed voter

	Teacher Training
	Assessment & feedback

	
	Pacing units & lessons

	
	Building interaction into the classroom

	
	Become familiar with support materials & resources

	Spiritual Content
	Ye Are No More Strangers by Bishop Causée (video) and Matthew 25: 34–40
Reiteration of our purpose and fostering belonging

	Practical Application
	Workshop: Direct support lesson planning for Week 1 of the course

	BEFORE THE NEXT CLASS

	Homework
	Submit a Lesson Plan (feedback to be given on Canvas before the course)
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Purposes:
	Naturalization Test Content
	· Overview of the citizenship process

	Teacher Training
	· Understanding the BYU Office of Belonging: Statement on Belonging
· Understanding our Mission Statement
· Understanding our Course Outcomes
· Modeling good teaching (the majority of our class period as an example
· Embracing diversity

	Spiritual Training
	· Teaching in the Savior’s Way
· Principles of belonging in the gospel

	Practical Application
	· Character activity

	Citizenship Content
	· Citizenship game and overview





Lesson Plan:
	LESSON TITLE
	DATE
	STUDENTS

	Understanding Citizenship and Belonging
	Oct. 11, 2025
	Names: Byron Alicia, Jorge, Samantha, Nastasija
Level: Intermediate Low

	OUTCOMES
	OBJECTIVES

	· Clearly describe each step in the U.S. naturalization process from application through interview
· Foster belonging and respect in a multicultural setting, nurturing a supportive environment
	· Understand and articulate what citizenship means, including rights and responsibilities
· Understand and articulate the naturalization process including exceptions
· Identify things that contribute to and detract from belonging
· Identify ways to create a welcoming environment
· Explain or gain insights into Teaching in the Savior’s way and BYU, the Office of Belonging, and the Citizenship Clinic’s mission statements
· Notice and identify interactive teaching techniques

	MATERIALS
	VOCABULARY

	Character cards
Example classroom situations
Kahoot! game (& electronic equip.)
Office of Belonging: Statement on Belonging
	· citizenship
· covenant belonging

	ASSESSMENT – How you know the students have met their objectives

	Defining Citizenship
Kahoot! Citizenship Game
Defining Vocabulary Words
Character Activity Discussion/Responses
Mock Scenarios





	HOUR 1: Citizenship Overview

	ACTIVITY
	TIME
	DESCRIPTION

	PART 1: 
Welcome to Teacher Training
	7 min.
	“Watch how I teach today.”
Get-to-know-you Discussion:
Name, why you wanted to participate in the clinic, etc.

	PART 2: 
Warm-up Discussion
	8 min.
	In small groups: Students discuss their experience with noncitizens. (3–4 min.)
· “Do you know anyone who is not or has not always been a U.S. citizen?”
· Are you aware of any challenges they face or have faced because they were not citizens (i.e. social, financial, work related, family related)?”
Discuss responses as a class (3–4 min.)

	PART 3: 
Citizenship Game
	15 min.
	· As a class: define ‘citizenship’
· Kahoot! Citizenship Game: 
Question topics: Voting, jury duty, U.S. passport, bringing family to the US, children under 8-yrs-old obtaining citizenship, applying for U.S. jobs, becoming an elected official, residency

	PART 4: 
Overview of the Citizenship Process
	15 min.
	Overview of the citizenship process and eligibility (Kahoot! game questions & answers discussion:
· lawful permanent resident for 5 years (exceptions apply); application $710–760; interview with civics, personal history, and proficiency elements; ceremony and oath
· exceptions: married 3 years & residency
· exceptions: age 50+: 15–20 years of residency: exempt from English language requirement, civics test in any language they choose

	PART 5: 
Defining Vocabulary Words
	5 min.
	Select certain key and/or difficult vocabulary words included in the Kahoot! game.
· Ask the students: “Do you know this word in your L2 (second language)?
Students define these words to a partner or small group.




	PART 6: 
Character Activity
	10 min.
	Character game/activity
· Students are assigned different roles representing noncitizen situations—each one wants to become a citizen.
· Students will mingle around the room and talk with others, one at a time, as follows:
· Using character cards, students will state their name and  background information, then say:
· “I want to become a U.S. citizen. How do I do that?”
The other person must explain the process to them (the best they can) and give them suggestions based on the given information.

	5-minute break

	HOUR 2: Teaching 

	PART 7: 
Belonging Discussion
	10 min.
	In small groups: Students will discuss their definition of belonging, in general, and also covenant belonging. 
Question prompts:
· “Have you ever been in a place where you feel you don’t belong?”
· “Where do you feel safest, like you belong? 
· What makes the difference?
· “What do you think would be important and/or helpful in making your students feel welcome and safe?”
· “What is ‘covenant belonging’?”
As a class: Share thoughts

	PART 8: 
Classroom Environment Discussion
	10 min.
	Discussion of how to make students feel safe, welcome, and as if they belong (5 min.) 
Factors: classroom environment, cultural sensitivity, positive atmosphere, encouraging statements, being honest while being motivating, being led by the spirit

	PART 9: 
Readings Discussion
	15 min.
	Insights into pre-reading & how it all translates into the classroom (read parts aloud and discuss):
· Office of Belonging: Statement on Belonging (3–5 min.)
· Citizenship Clinic Mission Statement (3 min.)
· Citizenship Clinic Program Outcomes (3–5 min.)
Teaching in the Savior’s Way (Brigham Young and Maeser teaching with the spirit (3–5 min.)

	PART 10: 
Mock Scenarios
	10 min.
	Activity: Present 8 examples of classroom interactions or situations that need improvement. 
· Students take notes/brainstorm about what they would change to make the examples more positive and why. (1–2 min.)
Students present their modifications to the class one at a time (5 min.)

	PART 11: 
Teaching Modelling Discussion
	7 min.
	Discussion of teaching demonstration/modeling.
· “What did you notice about how I taught today?”
· “What aspects did you like and why?”
“What might you change and in what situations?”

	PART 12: 
Preview
	1 min.
	Present the readings for the next week.

	CONTINGENCY PLAN

	PART 13: 
Jeopardy Game
	10 min.
	Game to practice civics content:
· Premade Jeopardy Board
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Overview:
The lesson plan aims to equip BYU student interns with foundational knowledge about the U.S. naturalization process and the principles of belonging, while simultaneously modeling effective ESL teaching strategies. The session covers a range of topics related to U.S. citizenship, including the rights and responsibilities of citizens, the process of becoming a U.S. citizen, and the mission, program outcomes, and philosophy of the Citizenship Clinic. It also focuses on fostering a welcoming classroom environment and modeling best practices in teaching, such as active engagement, collaborative learning, and addressing cultural diversity.
The lesson plan emphasizes differentiation, a principle aligned with student-centered learning. By offering various types of activities (e.g., group discussions, role-play, Kahoot! quiz, and character game), the lesson allows students to engage with content in a variety of ways, catering to different learning styles and proficiency levels. This approach supports learner autonomy and helps students take responsibility for their own learning.
PART 1: Welcome to Teacher Training
This is an opportunity to direct student attention to effective teaching techniques by asking them to notice what you do as the teacher during the lesson. This will be returned to at the end of the lesson where students will have the opportunity to share what they noticed. The get to know you discussion will allow the students to learn each other’s names and motivations for participating in the clinic.
PART 2: Warm-up Discussion
Having a small group discussion allows students to interact with peers and practice language in a low-pressure, supportive environment. This also allows the teacher to provide more targeted support based on individual needs.
PART 3: Citizenship Game
In the Kahoot! Citizenship Game, students not only review citizenship-related vocabulary and concepts (voting, jury duty, etc.), but they also actively process this information, which aligns with the input hypothesis of language acquisition (Krashen). By making the learning environment fun and interactive, the game supports retention and fosters active engagement with new content.
PART 4: Overview of the Citizenship Process
The goal of this section is to help students understand what is involved in becoming a citizen so that they will know the process their students will be going through. By beginning this section with a Kahoot!, the students will have an opportunity to evaluate what they already know about the citizenship process in an interactive way. Afterwards, they will have an opportunity to discuss and solidify answers to questions they missed or were unsure on. 
PART 5: Defining Vocabulary Words
Asking students if they know a word in their L2 will help trainees develop increased awareness of how difficult the vocabulary can be for their students. Even if they do not speak a second language, it creates an opportunity for them to begin thinking about their speech and how they can simplify complex vocabulary and topics in their classroom.
PART 6: Character Activity
The Character Activity incorporates task-based learning (TBL) which requires students to use language in real-life scenarios—through application—allowing students to practice new concepts in realistic contexts. This method is consistent with Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), where learners are supported through scaffolding (in this case, by peers and the instructor) to complete tasks that are just beyond their current capabilities.
This activity promotes authentic language use in a social context. It requires students to negotiate meaning and explain the naturalization process to one another, facilitating peer teaching and collaborative learning.
According to constructivist theory, students learn best when they are actively engaged in the process of constructing knowledge and reflecting on their experiences. This active learning fosters higher-order thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, and evaluation), which are critical for advanced learners.
This activity serves as formative assessments, giving the teacher and the student insight into the students' understanding of the naturalization process and their ability to articulate key concepts. 
PART 7: Belonging Discussion
Having a small group discussion allows students to interact with peers and practice language in a low-pressure, supportive environment. This also allows the teacher to provide more targeted support based on individual needs.
The class discussions on factors that contribute to belonging (cultural sensitivity, positive reinforcement, and creating a welcoming atmosphere), in particular, support inclusive teaching practices and align with the teaching principles of culturally responsive teaching.
PART 8: Classroom Environment Discussion
A key theme in the lesson plan is belonging—both in the classroom environment and as part of the broader citizenship theme. According to Maslow's hierarchy of needs, a sense of belonging, as well as safety and security, are foundational for effective learning.
By reflecting on what makes students feel welcome, the session emphasizes the importance of creating a safe, supportive environment for all learners, which involves fostering a classroom atmosphere that acknowledges and respects students' diverse backgrounds and experiences.
PART 9: Readings Discussion
This activity emphasizes the purpose of what the trainees will be doing and allows them to share their insights on how to accomplish those purposes in a positive, uplifting way that fosters a sense of belonging. 
PART 10: Mock Scenarios
The Mock Scenarios incorporate task-based learning (TBL) as discussed in PART 5, again requiring students to use authentic language using real-life scenarios. This task requires students to negotiate meaning and facilitates peer teaching and collaborative learning.
According to constructivist theory, students learn best when they are actively engaged in the process of constructing knowledge and reflecting on their experiences. This active learning fosters higher-order thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, and evaluation), which are critical for advanced learners.
The discussion that follows provides additional opportunities for self-assessment, feedback and clarification.
PART 11: Teaching Modeling Discussion
This discussion returns to the invitation given at the beginning of class to watch how the teacher taught. Students will be able to reflect on their insights about how the teacher made the class interactive or engaging, what they preferred, and what techniques they want to incorporate into their own teaching. It is also an opportunity for the teacher to explain why they did certain things and how that impacted learning and motivation.
PART 12: Preview
The preview is an opportunity for students to think ahead and connect what they learned today to what they will learn next time.
PART 13: Contingency Plan
A contingency activity is something that the teacher plans in case there is extra time and adjustments need to be made. This contingency activity is a ready-made material that teachers can use at any point as needed. Students can test their knowledge with this interactive and engaging activity. Because the class period is 2 hours, this is a good opportunity to review what they learned in the first hour and strengthen their memory. 

Conclusion
This lesson plan is designed with a strong foundation in ESL teaching principles, integrating both academic content (citizenship process, rights, and responsibilities) and learning acquisition strategies (scaffolding, active learning, and formative assessment). It also emphasizes encouraging belonging, both as a key concept of U.S. citizenship and as a crucial element in the classroom. By fostering an inclusive, supportive environment and using interactive, student-centered methods, the lesson ensures that students not only gain knowledge but also develop the learning skills necessary to engage in meaningful dialogue about citizenship and belonging in the U.S. Furthermore, students learn to foster an inclusive, supportive environment, in like manner, in their future classrooms.
The incorporation of spiritual teaching and modeling of effective teaching practices further enriches the lesson, creating a holistic learning experience that addresses students’ cognitive, emotional, and spiritual needs.
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For each week (one class period), student instructors will participate in an after-class discussion and have subsequent homework submissions, including reflections.

	DURING the COURSE



	
	AFTER-CLASS 
10-MIN. DISCUSSION
	SUMBISSIONS

	WEEK 1
	Teaching in the Savior’s Way
	Belonging Reflection 1
Lesson Plan 1

	WEEK 2
	Fostering Belonging
	Teaching Reflection 1

	WEEK 3
	Teaching Mentor: 
Observation and Feedback 1
	Belonging Reflection 2

	WEEK 4
	Classroom Management &
Responding to Student Needs
	Teaching Reflection 2
Lesson Plan 2

	WEEK 5
	Assessment and Feedback &
Teaching Mentor: 
Observation and Feedback 2
	Belonging Reflection 3

	WEEK 6
	Navigating a Multicultural Classroom
	Teaching Reflection 3

	WEEK 7
	Interaction in the Classroom
	Belonging Reflection 4

	WEEK 8
	Using Materials and Resources &
Teaching Mentor: 
Observation and Feedback 3
	Teaching Reflection 4
Lesson Plan 3

	WEEK 9
	Building Student Motivation
	Belonging Reflection 5

	WEEK 10
	Key Takeaways
	Course Reflection
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Stage 1: Information Session
Stage 2: Screening
i. English proficiency:  ACTFL Intermediate Low 
ii. Citizenship-eligible: 
a. Green card holder 
b. 3–5 years residence min. 
Stage 3: Place students into proficiency-based groups
i. 3–4  per instructor 
ii. Contingency: 10 student/2 instructors
Stage 4: Diagnostics (Week 1 of the Course) 
i. Language
ii. Civics Content Knowledge
Stage 5: 10-week Course 
i. Once a week for two hours. 
ii. Thursdays after 7:00 p.m.
iii. Location: the BYU ELC
iv. Flexible scheduling to meet student needs 
v. Consistent review of learned material  
vi. Additional practice: USCIS resources
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Units are designed such that they intertwine Naturalization Test content, N-400 application content, citizenship content, spiritual content, review (other than the first week), and assessment throughout the ten weeks of the course.

	UNIT 1: Becoming a Citizen                                                Week 1



	DURING CLASS

	Naturalization Test Content
	Overview of the naturalization interview

	N-400 Application Content
	Part 1–4

	Citizenship Content
	Overview of the citizenship process

	
	The impact of becoming a citizen

	Spiritual Content
	We all belong as children of God.

	
	Lehi’s family and Jesus were immigrants (2 Ne 1: 6–7).

	
	God is aware of you as you go through this process.

	ASSESSMENT – how you know the students have met the objectives

	Diagnostics

	Needs and wants assessment





	UNIT 2: The Government                                               Weeks 2–6



	DURING CLASS

	Naturalization Test Content
	The U.S. Constitution

	
	The legislative branch

	
	The executive branch

	
	The judicial branch

	
	Rights and responsibilities; your local government

	N-400 Application Content
	Parts 5–8 and review

	Citizenship Content
	How to become an informed voter

	Spiritual Content
	God’s role in the constitution (Elder Oaks)

	
	Article of Faith 9: God reveals truth

	
	Article of Faith 10: The Gathering of Israel

	Review
	The citizenship process and the naturalization interview

	ASSESSMENT – how you know the students have met the objectives

	Dictation & Reading Practice (each week)

	Mini-interviews (each week)

	Dictation and Reading Quiz 1

	Full Practice Interview #1





	UNIT 3: Early History                                                       Weeks 7–8



	DURING CLASS

	Naturalization Test Content
	Early American history

	
	The American Revolutionary War and the Civil War

	N-400 Application Content
	Parts 9–11 and review

	Citizenship Content
	How to integrate into the community

	Spiritual Content
	Article of Faith 11: Freedom of Religion

	Review
	The government structure, the Constitution, and rights & responsibilities

	ASSESSMENT – how you know the students have met the objectives

	Dictation & Reading Practice (each week)

	Mini-interviews (each week)





	UNIT 4: America Today                                             Weeks 9–10



	DURING CLASS

	Naturalization Test Content
	American history: 1900–2001

	
	American symbols, holidays, and geography

	N-400 Application Content
	Parts 12–14 and review

	Citizenship Content
	Understanding your rights

	
	Understanding the Bill of Rights

	
	The meaning of the Oath of Allegiance

	Spiritual Content
	Article of Faith 12: Ruled by Government

	
	Article of Faith 13: Seek Goodness

	
	We all have gifts and talents to contribute

	
	God expects us to be advocates for truth and goodness

	Review
	Naturalization Test Content

	ASSESSMENT – how you know the students have met the objectives

	Dictation & Reading Practice (each week)

	Mini-interviews (each week)

	Dictation and Reading Quiz #2

	Full Practice Interview #2
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Purposes:
	Naturalization Test Content
	· U.S. Constitution
· Interview Questions

	N-400 Application
	· Mock N-400 Section 5

	Spiritual Training
	· God’s role in the Constitution

	Citizenship Content
	· Becoming an informed voter: Locating candidate profiles on  vote.utah.gov





Lesson Plan:
	LESSON TITLE
	DATE
	STUDENTS

	Week 2: The U.S. Constitution
	Oct. 11, 2025
	Names: Enrique, Diane, Jung
Level: Intermediate Low

	OUTCOMES
	OBJECTIVES

	· Identify and summarize the key principles, purpose, and structure of the U.S. Constitution
· Dictate exam-related sentences accurately
· Read sentences aloud that incorporate key vocabulary
· Complete and orally explain answers on the N-400 application
· Explain relevant vocabulary words used in the N-400 and the citizenship process
	· Citizen-eligible Immigrants (CEIs) will be able to accurately explain the U.S. Constitution, including whin it was written, what it says, and why it is important.
· CEIs will be able to summarize God’s role in the writing of the Constitution.
· CEIs will be able to write dictated sentences related to the Constitution using correct spelling.
· CEIs will be able to accurately read sentences related to the Constitution aloud using correct pronunciation.
· CEIs will be able to complete a mock N-400 Section 5 and respond verbally to related interview questions correctly and completely.

	MATERIALS
	VOCABULARY

	N-400 Form section 5
Constitution
Simplified Constitution
Constitution Talk Elder Oaks
Reading and Writing Vocabulary Lists
Interview Questions
Whiteboards, markers, and erasers
Textbook
Exit Ticket
Fake biographical Information, printed and cut
	Civics: 
· constitution 
· government 
· country
· found (as in create), the founding, the founders
· Constitutional Convention
· amendment
· basic rights  
· Bill of Rights 
· N-400 Application: 
· marital history 
· married, divorced, widowed, separated, marriage annulled
· spouse 
· Armed Forces 




	ASSESSMENT – How you know the students have met their objectives

	Mock Mini-interview
Mock N-400 Section 5
Exit Ticket or Kahoot: Questions from the interview about this section

	HOUR 1: N-400 Section 5

	ACTIVITY
	TIME
	DESCRIPTION

	PART 1: 
Warm-up Game
 
	10 min.
	Opening prayer
Warm-up Game: Get-to-Know-You Ball Toss 
· The teacher will bring a beach ball that has get-to-know-you questions written on it.
· Students need to toss it to one another, using the person’s name, and answer the question of where their left hand is when they catch it.  

	PART 2: 
Overview 
	2 min.
	Share simplified objectives and an overview of the lesson:
We will be able to… 
1. Explain the Constitution of the United States of America. 
2. Summarize God’s role in the Constitution.  
3. Write sentences using the correct spelling.  
4. Read sentences aloud using the correct pronunciation.   
5. Complete the N-400 Section 5 and respond to interview questions about it. 

	PART 3: 
Review 
	10 min.
	Review the Naturalization Process. Have students try to explain the process to one another. Then go over it together as a group. 

	PART 4: 
N-400 Section 5
	30 min.
	Use pictures and simplified definitions in the slideshow to explicitly teach key vocabulary and phrases, as seen in the N-400 Section 5.  
Give each student a slip of paper with biographical information about a fake person. This fake biographical information was generated by ChatGPT and adapted by the teacher. 
Go through the form using one fake biography as a whole group. The teacher will model and explain each section as they go. 
Then, have students practice filling out the form independently using the fake information given to them. The teacher should guide and help as needed. 

	5-minute break

	HOUR 2: The U.S. Constitution

	PART 5: 
The U.S. Constitution (Ch.1) 


	20 min.
	1. The teacher will give each student a blank piece of paper and a pencil. 
2. Hook: Imagine you can create your own country. What rules do you want to make? You have 3 minutes to write them on the paper in your language.
3. Then, explain that just as they wrote down their rules for their country, those who first lived in the United States, the ‘founders,’ wrote rules on a document called the Constitution. Show a picture of the founders. Explain that to ‘found’ something means to create. 
4. This happened in 1787 at a meeting called ‘the Constitutional Convention.’ Explain that convention is another word for ‘meeting.’
5. Explain that the Constitution sets up the government and protects the basic rights of people living in the United States. 
6. Define government and basic rights using simplified definitions and pictures. 
7. Ask the students if they think the rules they made at the beginning are perfect. Ask what changes they would make. 
8. Explain that the founders also made changes in paragraphs called ‘amendments.’ Show the First Amendment and the rights it explains. Explain that there are 27 amendments. 
9. Explain that the first ten amendments are called ‘the Bill of Rights.’ This explains what basic rights people have. Show the First Amendment and explain the five rights listed in it.
10. Finally, read this quote by Elder Oaks: 
“The United States Constitution is unique because God revealed that He “established” it “for the rights and protection of all flesh” (Doctrine and Covenants 101:77; see also verse 80).” Explain that God helped men to create the Constitution to protect people. Share testimony. 

	PART 6: 
Reading Practice
	7 min.
	Read through each sentence, and have students repeat after you. Help with pronunciation for new or difficult words. Then, have students practice with partners—help where needed.
 
Reading Practice: 
1. What does the Bill of Rights do? 
2. Who is the Father of Our Country? 
3. George Washington is the Father of Our Country. 
4. George Washington was the first President.
5. The government is for the people. 

	PART 7: 
Writing Practice
	7 min.
	Read each sentence. Have students write them down on whiteboards. Make corrections and repeat. Then, have students practice with partners—help where needed. 

Writing Practice: 
1. Washington is the Father of Our Country. 
2. Washington was the first president. 
3. People in the U.S. have the right to be free. 
4. Freedom is not free. 
5. People come to America to be free. 

	PART 8: 
Mock Interview
	10 min.
	Model an interview where questions about the N-400 Section 5 are asked. Have another teacher help you by asking the questions while you answer, reading them, and answering them yourself, or if students are proficient enough, have one of them read the question, and you answer. Use fake biographical information. 

Then, ask students questions related to the  N-400 Section 5. Have them answer verbally. Explain that in the interview, they will need to be able to explain their answers. Students can use the fake biographical information again. 

Questions19: 
1. What is your current marital status? 
2. Is your spouse a member of the armed forces? What does armed forces mean? 
3. What day did you enter into marriage with your current spouse? 
4. What is a spouse? 
5. How many times has your current spouse been married? 
6. When did your space become a U.S. citizen? What does it mean if they became a citizen by birth? 

	PART 9: Navigating vote.utah.gov

	10 mins
	The teacher should demonstrate how to navigate vote.utah.gov. They should show students how to find information by clicking on the ‘Learn about candidates & issues’ widget, entering their information, clicking on a position dropdown menu, and then selecting ‘read profile’ next to a candidate name. The students should then be given a few minutes to explore the website themselves. 

	PART 10: 
Exit Ticket 
or Kahoot
	5 min.
	The teacher can choose to do this verbally or written. They could also choose to do the Kahoot as a more relaxed way to assess learning. Teachers can access student data from the Kahoot game by clicking on the “reports” section of Kahoot. 

	PART 11: 
Summary
	3 min.
	Review, assign optional practice, and say the closing prayer.

The students should allow each student a chance to respond to these questions:
1. What is one interesting thing you learned today? 
2. What is one thing you would like to practice or learn more about next time? 

	CONTINGENCY PLAN

	PART 12: 
Jeopardy Game
	10 min.
	Game to practice civics content:
· Premade Jeopardy Board




[bookmark: _Toc184301445]Materials: Sample Assessment

Exit Ticket: The U.S. Constitution

Fill in the blanks below:

1. What is the Constitution, and what does it do? 
________________________________________________________________________
2. What are the first three words of the Constitution? Why are they important? 
________________________________________________________________________
3. Who wrote the Constitution, where did they write it, and in what year? 
________________________________________________________________________
4. What is an amendment? How many amendments does the Constitution have? 
________________________________________________________________________
5. What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution? 
________________________________________________________________________
6. What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment?
________________________________________________________________________








Match the following vocabulary terms with their definitions:

i) single				
	ii) married
	iii) divorced
	iv) widowed
	v) separated 
	vi) marriage annulled
vii) spouse
viii) marital history
ix) marital status









a) you had a husband or wife before, but now you are not married 
b) you are married, but you live apart and are not together anymore 
c) you have never had a husband or wife
d) husband or wife
e) your marriage was canceled like it never happened 
f) you have a husband a wife 
g) your past and present information about marriage 
h) your husband or wife died 
i) this tells someone if you are married 


[bookmark: _Toc184301446]Annotation:
Overview:
The lesson plan aims to equip Citizenship-eligible Immigrants with knowledge about the N400 Section 5, the U.S. Constitution, and key vocabulary. Furthermore, it also aims to equip them with skills in filling out the N400, answering questions about the N400, and reading sentences and dictation writing about the U.S. Constitution.  The lesson emphasizes active learning, giving students many opportunities for practice and interaction with one another. 
PART 1: Warm-up Game
A warm-up game is a good way to start class because it helps break the ice and get students used to using the language once again. 
This game is useful because:
1. It is simple and does not require very much teacher preparation or instructions for the students. Once the ball is made, it can be reused each semester. 
2. It is interactive and requires student participation. Students can use language without it being too intimidating.
3. It helps students to get to know one another and to create an atmosphere of care and friendliness.
PART 2: Overview 
Simplified objectives make learning goals more accessible for language learners. 
PART 3: Review 
Frequent and recycled review helps learners overcome the forgetting curve and practice skills until they become automatic and easy. Also, knowledge is solidified as students explain a concept to someone else. The think-pair-share, where students think independently, talk to a partner, and then talk to the whole group, ensures that all students can participate. It also helps students more reluctant to share with a larger group to participate. Finally, it helps students to get multiple exposures to content as they share with their partners and then participate in a group discussion.
PART 4: N400 Section 5 
Pictures and simplified definitions help language students gain concrete understanding and imagery for complex topics. Also, explicit pre-teaching of vocabulary ensures that students do not learn the wrong definitions. If they learn the wrong meanings, they will have to unlearn them, which can be cognitively challenging. 
Giving each student fake biographical information will give them the chance to practice the N-400 without having to share their own personal information with the class or the teacher. The following prompt was given to ChatGPT to generate the information, which was then pasted into a Google Doc. The information is needed to fill out Section 5 of the N-400.  
Please generate a paragraph about ten fake people with the following information. Please make it varied. Please separate it into ten separate paragraphs. 1. Their marital status (single, married, divorced, widowed, separated, marriage annulled) 2. If their current spouse is in the armed forces, 3. How many times have they been married? 4. Current spouse's legal name (first, middle, last) 5. Current spouse's date of birth 6. Date entered into marriage with the current spouse. 7. If the current spouse's physical address is the same as theirs, 8. When the current spouse became a U.S. citizen (or by birth) 9. The current spouse's alien registration number 10. How many times has the current spouse been married? 11. Current spouse's current employer or company. 
The we-do, you-do model ensures that students first see a model of what they should do before completing the task on their own. In this case, the teacher models collaboratively, allowing the students to participate in the task. Then, the students do the task independently, with teacher guidance as needed. 
PART 5: The U.S. Constitution 
The hook allows students to apply history to themselves and to engage them in the lesson as active participants rather than passive listeners.  Having students write down laws for an imaginary country brings back to their first activity of writing down their laws. It also helps them to understand the need for amendments to the Constitution. Reading the excerpt by Elder Oaks connects history with the beliefs of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 
PART 6: Reading Practice 
Again, in this part of the lesson, the teacher models, and then the students work in pairs so that they can all participate and gain autonomy, and the teacher can help individual students where needed. Each of these sentences was chosen from the reading practice because they used the vocabulary words learned in the lesson, which reinforces them, helps students to practice their pronunciation, and ensures that they are not surprised by anything new. 
PART 7: Writing Practice 
While some of these vocabulary words might be new, they are still connected with the topic and will help students learn important names and concepts that they will encounter later. 

PART 8: Mock-Interview 
Since this lesson is in Week 2 of the course, this is likely their first time doing a mini-interview. Thus, it is helpful to model what it might look like so that students know what to expect and how they should respond. After this, allowing students to practice themselves helps them become comfortable with the vocabulary and format of the interview. The questions included are questions directly related to the N-400 Section 5. Teachers can look at this section and turn parts that need to be filled out into verbal questions or ask questions about particular vocabulary words, as this can be expected in the interview. 

PART 9: Navigating vote.Utah.gov
This portion of the lesson aims to help students become informed voters and active citizens. Familiarization with trustworthy resources when selecting candidates is key. 
PART 10: Exit Ticket or Kahoot
The exit ticket is a small assessment for teachers to be able to evaluate student learning as a result of the lesson. This informs the teacher what they should teach in the following lesson and allows the teacher to provide frequent feedback. This is not a high-stakes assessment and should not be treated as such. It is called an ‘exit ticket’ because students must submit it before they can leave (or exit). The teacher should explain that this helps them review the answers they will be asked in the interview and helps the teachers know what to review with them.

PART 11: Summary
This brings the class to a clean end and helps the teachers understand what the students enjoyed and what they still have questions about. The teacher should take note of this. 

PART 12: Contingency Plan
A contingency activity is something that the teacher plans in case there is extra time. Sometimes, lessons go quicker than we anticipated. A contingency activity is also always a good thing to plan if there are unexpected challenges, such as difficulties with technology. Thus, a teacher should always plan a contingency activity. This contingency activity is a ready-made material that teachers can use at any point if they have extra time. It can be found in the resources folder. 

Conclusion
This lesson engages and connects new concepts to prior knowledge, like designing rules for an imaginary country. Authentic materials, such as the N-400 form and role-playing mock interviews, provide practical, real-world application. Peer interaction is encouraged through collaborative activities, fostering meaningful communication and teamwork. Finally, frequent assessment and feedback, including Kahoot, mock interviews, and whiteboard corrections, ensure that learners can monitor their progress and receive support where needed.


[bookmark: _Toc184301447]What More Needs to Be Developed

Phase 2
· decide on assessment methods (quizzes, projects, assignments, exams)
· map learning objectives to content
· select resources that support content ( textbooks, articles, online resources, tools)
· plan for learning activities ( exercises, discussions, case studies, simulations, projects)

Phase 3
· develop course materials [lecture notes, slides, readings, multimedia (videos, podcasts), and other resources]
· design assessments (quizzes, assignments, exams, rubrics)
· create learning activities (interactive exercises, discussions, group work, project-based learning activities)
· ensure accessibility (captioned videos, screen reader-friendly documents)

Phase 4
· peer review (accuracy, clarity, quality)
· 4: test the course (pilot test with a small group to gather feedback on materials, pacing, and structure)
· 4: revise based on feedback (revising course materials, adjusting learning activities, refining assessments)

Phase 5
· prepare final version: review all course materials for consistency and quality; ensure all links work and that multimedia elements are functioning properly
· upload to learning management system: organize all materials in the LMS (Canvas, Blackboard, Moodle) if the course is online or blended
· test functionality: run through the course from a learner's perspective to ensure everything works as intended
· create orientation materials: if needed, prepare introductory materials to guide students on how to navigate the course and access materials

Ongoing
· Gather feedback: after each course, collect student feedback on course content, teaching methods, and assessments
· Make improvements: review learner outcomes and adjust the curriculum as necessary to improve course effectiveness
· Stay current: regularly update the course with new research, trends, or practices in the field—especially if the content is dynamic


